Transcript for December 2020 Doctoral Celebration Video:

Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko:
Good Afternoon, I am Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko, Dean of the Graduate College and I want to welcome you to a special celebration of our doctoral graduates at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.
Although we cannot be together in person right now for our traditional hooding ceremony, we want to take a moment to applaud the accomplishments of those who have earned the highest degree – the doctorate. 
We also want to thank the family, friends, mentors, and colleagues who have been instrumental in this achievement. 

We know you share our immense pride in these outstanding graduates.
Today’s celebration will begin with congratulatory remarks from Chancellor Robert Jones and Provost Andreas Cangellaris.

Chancellor Robert Jones: 
To all of you in this graduating class, congratulations on your accomplishments.  I know we are not celebrating today exactly the way you expected, but I hope you feel an additional sense of pride as you reflect on all that you have achieved.  
Afterall, today is an enormous milestone.
We often say that the Illinois Family is made up of people who rise to their very best when faced with a challenge.
And during this very challenging year, I am incredibly proud to say that this graduating class has done exactly that.
Your courses were delivered in alternative ways, at times your research and scholarships were put on hold, and some of you were separated from friends and colleagues and instructors by a significant distance.
I want to be very clear.  You have achieved great success while enduring something that has never been done before in the history of our University.
And in a year that has been nearly impossible to predict, you have shown extraordinary strength.
So behalf on the entire University Community, congratulations.  We are so proud of you.
And we can’t wait to see what you’ll accomplish next as alumni.



Provost Andreas Cangellaris:
It is my great honor and privilege to speak with you on one of the most important moments of your academic careers.  
I would like to thank you, on behalf of our University and the state of Illinois, for sharing your talent and your time, your most valuable assets, with us. Without them, we cannot succeed in our mission as Illinois’ land-grant flagship university.
I would like to thank you, for your patience, perseverance, and compassion during this extraordinary year that the pandemic brought upon us.  I would like to thank you, on behalf of your mentors and advisors. Your aspirations and your ambitions inspired their pursuits. Your curiosity advanced their scholarship. Your accomplishments fulfilled their commitment to question the known and the familiar, to explore and to discover, to advance the human condition. And, in doing so, prepared you to be the scholars, thought leaders, public servants, inventors and innovators of tomorrow.
I would like to thank you, on behalf of all of our students, for being such an integral part of their education and training. You have been their peers and their friends, and you served as advisors and role models. Their launch onto successful careers and lives wouldn’t have been possible without you.
I would like to thank you, on behalf of our Urbana-Champaign community, for sharing with us your cultural perspectives and your values, enriching our diversity and advancing our global understanding.  
I would like to thank you, on behalf of academia, for having embraced and demonstrated through your scholarly contributions, the power of the free, curious mind. We count on you to defend it, and to protect it under any circumstances and anywhere in the world life takes you. The well-being of humanity depends on it. 
I would like to thank you, on behalf of the world, for all the new ideas and the new knowledge that have sprung because of your dedication and hard work. They are the promise and hope for a better tomorrow for everyone.
Finally - I would like to thank you, on behalf of the future, for all the things yet to come because of you and all those who you will help, lead and inspire.
Congratulations colleagues!  And Best of Luck!  

Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko:
Doctoral education would not be possible without the dedication of our faculty mentors. 

I can tell you from my own experience that mentoring graduate students through their journey is one of the most rewarding parts of the job. 
Our graduate students are at the heart of what we do, and we learn as much from them as they do from us. 

It is my pleasure to introduce our next speaker, Dr. Josep Torrellas, the Saburo Muroga Professor of Computer Science and recipient of the Campus Award for Excellence in Graduate Student Mentoring. 


Dr. Josep Torrellas:

Good morning,
My name is Josep Torrellas, and I am a professor of Computer Science. I have been a faculty at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign for 29 years. 
I’d like to start by offering my heartfelt congratulations to the doctoral degree recipients, their spouses, significant others, families, friends, and doctoral advisors. 
Dear doctoral degree recipients:
This is your day.  The faculty of the University of Illinois are proud of your outstanding achievements and the promise of your future. You are now joining our worldwide family of PhDs from the University of Illinois, a very distinguished group of global citizens. If you check the web, you will see that you are joining a group that includes 5 Nobel Prize winners, 1 Pulitzer Prize winner, countless leading scholars of all fields, many college presidents, many industry leaders, entrepreneurs, prime ministers, and a president.
These are folks who, with their work, have advanced our societies, our thought, our culture, technology, art, medicine, and in short, our quality of life. It is a club you should be proud to join. 
Congratulations also to the parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters. You supported the new doctor. This is your day too. You are rightly proud of them. They did not choose the easy path. Rather, they chose the harder path, but they are now equipped to do well for themselves and for the rest of society. And what a great role model they are for their siblings.
In the next few minutes, I'd like to invite the degree recipients to reflect on what brought them to this point of their life and what comes next.
If you are like me, getting a PhD has been a lot of hard work. I remember when I started graduate school; I was unsure that I was going to make it. You, like me, probably suffered through multiple research dead-ends, some very stressing times, perhaps even some tragic event involving your family or friends, and now, COVID-19. You have endured much to get to this exceptional day.
But you made it. You reached this day. In the process, you made lifelong friendships. You also found out what you are made of. You strengthened your ambition, your sense of purpose, and motivation. You are now equipped with a spirit of achievement. You are ready to take on big problems and responsibilities. Now, your new employers and new colleagues expect you to make a big difference in your new company, academic department, laboratory, or startup.
You are now embarking into a new, exciting, life: a challenging job, an unfamiliar city or environment, new colleagues, perhaps a new family. I'd like to encourage you to look forward and have confidence in yourselves.  If you have been able to get a PhD from the University of Illinois, what can stop you now? 
Do work that breaks new ground and solves important problems. If you think a problem is important and believe that what you are doing can solve it, do not let anything stop you. Be ambitious in your plans.
There will be disappointments and rejections, but you have steeled yourself for them and you can face them. The two best pieces of advice that I received from my advisor and that I have passed to the 43 PhDs that I have graduated so far are: one be focused and two be persistent. Concise, isn’t it?
But remember that belonging to the club of UIUC PhDs carries quite a bit of responsibility. The first responsibility is to behave ethically. People rightly expect us to tell the truth, be honest, and respect other people and the environment. At a time of widespread misinformation in social media, be a counterforce. 
The second responsibility is to work to improve the lot of your community and, indeed, of humanity. Use your talents and energy to make a positive impact. Through knowledge, you have tools that most people do not have. Use them wisely to contribute to society and improve the lives of other people. 
Finally, I’d like ask you that, in the years ahead, you do not forget the University of Illinois. You, plus the large number of past PhDs from UIUC, and us, faculty here, are family now. And family members need to keep in touch. I urge you to stay in contact with your professors. Stop by the UIUC campus, and learn about what we and other PhD graduates are doing. Speak with our students and tell them about your experiences and career paths. Help them to find their way.
Once again, congratulations and wish you great success in your future endeavors. I look forward to reading and hearing about your accomplishments.
Thank you

Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko:
Our graduate students come to Illinois from every state in the Union and from countries around the world with their diverse experiences and viewpoints. They come with a passion and determination to ask new questions and seek new answers, to envision new possibilities, and to make a difference.
The graduates we celebrate today join generations of distinguished University of Illinois alumni who are leaders and innovators, impacting the lives of people around the world. 
I am confident that these graduates, with their commitment and perseverance, will use their knowledge and expertise to shape our future in profound ways. 
It is now my honor to recognize the 2020 May and August graduates and candidates for December graduation.
We present their names by academic college. 

College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences  
 
The Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering 
 
Juan Sebastian Acero Triana 
Aersi Aierzhati 
Shorma Bailey 
Keilin Jahnke 
Chunhwa Jang 
Jiangong Li 
Samantha Lindgren 
Christina Tucker 
Peng Zhang 
 
The Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics 

Tengjiao Chen 
Nicolas Gatti 
Zhepeng Hu 
Elizabeth Kim 
Liqing Li 
Yijia Li 
Mateus Nogueira Meirelles De Souza 
Bryan Parthum 
Yujun Zhou 
 
The Department of Animal Sciences 
 
Muhammed Shameer Abdul Rasheed 
Ivan Ansia Vazquez 
Parker Henley 
Woongbi Kwon 
Su A Lee 
Kailiang Li 
Lauren Reilly 
Brooke Smith 
Zachary Traughber 
Katherine Vande Pol 
Patrick Von Schaumburg 
 
The Department of Crop Sciences 
 
Liana Acevedo-Siaca 
Brendan Alexander 
Rodrigo Goncalves Trevisan 
Brandon Jordan 
Marlee Labroo 
Parthiban Thathapalli Prakash 
Meng-Chun Tseng 
Menghao Yu 
Colleen Zumpf 
 
The Department of Food Science and Human Nutrition 
 
Cheng Chen 
Sylvia Crowder 
April Hackert 
Maxwell Holle 
Nagiat Hwisa 
Justine Karduck 
Emely Lopez Barrera 
Ashley Oyirifi 
Elizabeth Sloffer 
Liang Sun 
Ko-Lan Tsung 
Anna Waller 
 
The Department of Human Development and Family Studies 
 
Xi Chen 
Meghan Fisher 
 
The Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences 
 
Roberta Afonso 
Jaime Coon 
Ethan Kessler 
Zhe Li 
Xing Liang 
 
The Division of Nutritional Sciences   
 
Celeste Alexander 
Catherine Applegate 
Erin Davis 
Caitlyn Edwards 
Bridget Hannon 
Ching-Yen Lin 
Katie Ranard 
Joe Rowles 
 

College of Applied Health Sciences 

The Department of Kinesiology and Community Health   
 
Jeremy Butler 
Crina Cotoc 
Gwendolyn Derk 
Svyatoslav Dvoretskiy 
Katherine Hsieh 
Gina Lathan 
Marcela Vizcarra Catalan 
Zinnia Zhang 
 
The Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism     
 
Mi Ryoung Chung 
Allison Musser 
Kerri Schiller 
 
The Department of Speech and Hearing Science 
 
Henry Giovanny Angulo Jimenez 
Ariel Brownlee 
Jacob Caravello 
Zoe Dinger 
Victoria Eschmann 
Carolyn Jeon 
Kristin Johnson 
YiHsin Tai 
Malorie Wagman 



Gies College of Business 

The Department of Accountancy 

Hansol Jang 
Shuyang Wang 
Jeff Williams 
 
The Department of Business Administration 
 
Aaron Barnes 
Joshua Downs 
Jihyeon Kim 
Nan Zhang 
 
The Department of Finance 
 
Sulaiman H S B Y AlBader 
Meng Gao 
Chao Zi 


College of Education 

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction 
 
Sahar Alameh 
Stanley Bell 
Karie Brown-Tess 
Chelsea Catt 
Tanya Cordoba 
Ozge Evcen 
Mor Gueye 
Cara Gutzmer 
Susan Kelly 
Lu Lawrence 
Mary Lyons 
Nitasha Mathayas 
Vivian Presiado 
Jim Sosnowski 
Rob Wallon 
Hicham Zemmahi 
 


The Department of Education Policy, Organization and Leadership 
 
Raghida Abdallah Yassine 
Dinah Armstead 
Shahe Bagdasarian 
Nicole Ball 
Natalia Barley 
Kelly Best 
Collin Blair 
Michael Conn 
Shameka Davis 
Carol Dimopoulos 
Lauren Dodge 
Sarah Dyer 
Gerald Emerick 
Sonia Estima 
Jacquelyn Flowers 
Juan Gardner 
Hannah Huang Oesch 
Danielle Huff 
Ahmet Ilci 
ArCasia James-Gallaway 
Chaddrick James-Gallaway 
Boreum Ju 
Lauren Kline 
Tara Kristoff 
Shaunita Levison 
Nichole Lucas 
Mbhekiseni Madela 
Abdullah Mansoor 
Christopher Martelli 
Lauren May 
Kristen Meyer 
Mohamed Moghazy 
Erick Montenegro 
Lisa Moreno 
Paul Myers 
Brandi Neal 
Devean Owens 
Evan Phillips 
Adrienne Pickett 
Tonya Pulley 
Myeisha Ramirez 
Sol Roberts-Lieb 
Alicia Robinson 
Georganne Sadomytschenko 
Richard Schroeder 
Michael Sletten 
Jennifer Smist 
Rachel Storm 
Jami Swindell 
Xiaokang Tang 
Emily Teitelbaum 
Francena Turner 
Kristin Vonder Haar 
Robert Ward 
Emily Weidner 
Kelly White 
Claire Wong 
Bradley Wooten 
 
The Department of Educational Psychology    

Tuyet-Mai Hoang 
Xiao Li 
Xiaomei Liu
Adnan Rebei 
Briana Williams 
Ted Worm 
 
The Department of Special Education 
 
W. Catherine Cheung 
Christopher Cormier 
Suzanne Lee 
Kimberly Patton 
Kristina Rios 


Grainger College of Engineering 

The Department of Aerospace Engineering 
 
Andrea Alberti 
Soumendu Bagchi 
Ryne Beeson 
David Brandyberry 
Shubhendra Chauhan 
Rohit Gupta 
Girish Joshi 
Kevin Kim 
Branden Kirchner 
Neil Mehta 
Rambod Mojgani 
Aaron Perry 
Fan Yang 
 
The Department of Bioengineering 
 
Alexander Cerjanic 
Parinaz Fathi 
Mark Gryka 
Pin-Chieh Huang 
Gelson Pagan Diaz 
Indrajit Srivastava 
 
The Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
 
Mohammad Almashaqbeh 
Phillipe Alves 
Andrew Anderson 
Tushar Apurv 
Omar Baltaji 
Louis Bartels 
Huseyin Boler 
Diana Byrne 
Josue Cesar Bastos 
Jamie Clark 
Alessandro Contento 
Robbie Damiani 
Heena Dhasmana 
Brian Eick 
Dimitrios Fytanidis 
Elyas Goli 
Vamshi Krishna Gudipati 
Osman Erman Gungor 
Vedhus Hoskere 
Wenting Hou 
Okan Ilhan 
Nicole Jackson 
Angeli Mariz Jayme 
Amir Hossein Kohanpur 
Aditya Kumar 
Jane Lee 
Haoyang Li 
Jacob Je-Chian Lin 
Jacob Mathew 
Ran Mei 
Mohammad Amin Nabian 
Yasutaka Narazaki 
Eun Hyun Park 
Yeritza Perez Perez 
Antoine Petit 
Andres Prada Sepulveda 
Priyanka Sarker 
Neetesh Sharma 
Raul Tenorio 
Quang Tran 
Sital Uprety 
Siqi Wang 
Hao Xu 
Zhonghua Zheng 
 
The Department of Computer Science 
 
Shegufta Ahsan 
Atul Bohara 
Nathaniel Bowman 
Chien-Ying Chen 
Sarah Christensen 
Abdul Dakkak 
Sandeep Dasgupta 
Aditya Deshpande 
Sanorita Dey 
William Dietz
Tarek Elgamal 
Ahmed El-Kishky 
Simon Garcia de Gonzalo 
Ritwika Ghosh 
Tanmay Gupta 
Monowar Hasan 
Hadi Hashemi 
Abdulrahman Hassan N Mahmoud 
Lifu Huang 
Faria Kalim 
Theodoros Kasampalis 
Farzaneh Khajouei 
Maria Kotsifakou 
Deepak Kumar 
Cheng Li 
Liyi Li 
Zhizhong Li 
Ying Lin 
Yunhui Long 
Stephen Macke 
Susannah Mansky 
Umang Mathur 
Erin Molloy 
Alex Morales 
Kanika Narang 
Anjali Narayan-Chen 
Alexandra Nilles 
Mohammad Noureddine 
Xiaoman Pan 
Raghavendra Pradyumna Pothukuchi 
Sweta Yamini Pothukuchi 
Santhosh Prabhu Muraleedhara Prabhu 
Sajjadur Rahman 
Michael Robson 
Thiago Santos Faria Xavier Teixeira 
August Shi 
Thomas Shull 
Tarique Ashraf Siddiqui 
Dimitrios Skarlatos 
Uttam Thakore 
Kristen Vaccaro 
Mariya Vasileva 
Qi Wang 
Yipu Wang 
Helen Wauck 
Yu Wu 
Liqi Xu 
Carl Yang 
Yu-Chun Yen 
Ching-Hua Yu 
Tuo Yu 
Shi Zhi 
 
The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 
 
Ahmed Abulila 
Mohammad Alian 
Shaneen Braswell 
Michael Breen 
Wei Cui 
Dipanjan Das 
Harshil Dave 
Xinke Deng 
Ahmed Elmallah 
Thomas Foulkes 
Shripad Gade 
Tianqi Gao 
Amiremad Ghassami 
Hongyu Gong 
Sujan Gonugondla 
Kuangxiao Gu 
Harsh Gupta 
Jonathan Hoff 
Qinglan Huang 
Fawad Ismail 
Mikhail Kandel 
Cara Kataria 
Amr Khashaba 
Hsuan-Ping Lee 
Chun Xun Lin 
Dicky Liu 
Jialun Liu 
Shenyu Liu 
Xiao Ma 
Wyatt McAllister 
Karim Megawer 
Timir Nandi 
Kihoon Park 
Kaitlyn Parsons 
Kitt Peterson 
Anthony Podkowa 
Kaizhi Qian 
Thomas Roth 
Georgios Rovatsos 
Noyan Sevuktekin 
Yasser Shalabi 
Pallavi Sharma 
Sam Spencer 
Rui Su 
Kiran Thekumparampil 
Aditi Udupa 
Benjamin Ujcich 
Yogatheesan Varatharajah 
Shrikant Venkataramani 
Sandeep Vora 
Hsiao-Lun Wang 
Xinying Wang 
Elias Wilken-Resman 
Yingxiang Yang 
Ali Yekkehkhany 
Xuan Yi 
Jiahui Yu 
Junheng Zhu 
 
 
The Department of Industrial and Enterprise Systems Engineering 
 
Logan Courtney 
Arash Ghayoori 
Hyeongmin Han 
Menglong Li 
Yao Li 
Shrey Pareek 
Sree Kalyan Patiballa 
Arun Raman 
Naveen Kumar Sankaran 
Naveen Kumar Uppalapati 
Wenda Zhang 
 
The Department of Materials Science and Engineering 
 
Leon Dean 
Mayank Garg 
Jaeyoung Heo 
Ashish Ajit Kulkarni 
Songsong Li 
Chaoyang Liu 
Binbin Luo 
Jaba Mitra 
Varun Mohan 
Shannon Murray 
Zihao Ou 
Nirab Pant 
Alan Qu 
Charles Smith 
Andrew Steveson 
Kuo-Pin Tseng 
Cong Xu 
Zhejun Zhang 
Lihong Zhao 
 
The Department of Mechanical Science and Engineering 
 
Diab Abueidda 
Kazem Alidoost 
David Amondson 
Ashley Armstrong 
Zachary Berent 
Shabnam Bonyadi 
Hyeongyun Cha 
Ping-Ju Chen 
Zhelin Chen 
Manjunath Chinnappamudaliar Rajagopal 
Purnima Ghale 
Ram Sai Gorugantu 
Mohammad Heiranian 
Zahra Hosseinisarani 
Nishana Ismail 
Seth Kenkel 
Jiho Kim 
Jin Tae Kim 
John Kim 
Nam-Hoon Kim 
Sunphil Kim 
Bonjin Koo 
Yong Hoon Lee 
Juyoung Leem 
Jun Li 
Mingwu Li 
Xiaoyi Lu 
Jacob Meyer 
Matt Milner 
Kyungwook Min 
Mohammad Hossein Motevaselian 
Inkyu Oh 
Alexandre Ormiga Galvao Barbosa 
Tzu-Jung Pan 
Jun Kyu Park 
Bharath Raghavan 
Fereshteh Alsadat Sabet 
Joshua Schiller 
Benjamin Shields 
Shikhar Mohan 
Peter Snapp 
Donggyu Sohn 
Hyunggwi Song 
Louis Steytler 
Jeewon Suh 
Pamela Tannous 
Jonathan Wang 
Sicong Wu 
Keong Yong 
Jaehyung Yu 
Jingwei Zhu 
 
The Department of Nuclear, Plasma, and Radiological Engineering 
 
Katherine Hepler 
Min-Tsung Kao 
Eric Lang 
Mohan Li 
Zhiee Jhia Ooi 
Gianluca Panici 
Andrei Rykhlevskii 
Zengming Shen 
Matthew Szott 
Chen Wang 
 
The Department of Physics 
 
Fangzhao An 
Katie Ansell 
Yang Bai 
Angela M. Barragan Diaz 
Huacheng Cai 
Joseph Chapman 
Shu Chen 
Wei Chen 
Jason Dove 
Alex Finnegan 
Rita Garrido Menacho 
Stephen Gill 
Hart Goldman 
Joseph Hlevyack 
Sean Howard 
Ali Husain 
Davide Iaia 
Alina Kononov 
Kin Lam 
Nicholas Laracuente 
Yulia Maximenko 
Karmela Padavic Callaghan 
Eric Petersen 
Shivangi Prasad 
Philip Russ 
Astha Sethi 
Rezvan Shahoei 
Michelle Victora 
Benjamin Villalonga Correa 
Kiel Williams 
Kexin Yang 
Paul Yang 
John Yoritomo 
Matt Zhang 


College of Fine and Applied Arts 

The School of Architecture 
 
Thulasi Ram Khamma 
Jaewook Lee 
Grant Mosey 
Nastaran Shishegar 
 
The School of Art and Design 
 
Maria Dorofeeva 
Jessica Landau 
Xuxa Rodriguez 
Laura Shea 
 
The Department of Landscape Architecture 
 
Yexuan Gu 
Amir Habibullah 
Michael King 
 
The School of Music 
 
Won Joo Ahn 
Whitney Ashe 
Michael Beltran 
Seoin Chang 
Kai-Wei Chen 
Seung Won Cho 
Eun Hae Choi 
Mina Choi 
Tania Coambs 
Molly Cryderman-Weber 
Donny De La Rosa 
Matthew Endres 
Matthew Fiorentino 
Nicole Gillotti 
Jose Gobbo Junior 
Aaron Godwin 
Jose Guzman Borrero 
Pinda Ho 
Han Byul Jang 
Brian Kellum 
Yunhee Kim 
Andrew Lautenbach 
Dongryul Lee 
Eui Gun Lee 
Janice Lee 
Jinuk Lee 
Myeong Hwan Lee 
Seul Lee 
Yu-Ying Lee 
Rocio Lima Guaman 
Justin McAdara 
Thornton Miller 
Benjamin Nichols 
Tomoko Ono 
Christopher Raymond 
Yunjin Ro 
Akira Robles 
Lauren Saeger 
Robert Sears 
Trent Shuey 
William Sugg 
Patricia Vanegas Ruiz 
Noel Wan 
Howard Weiss 
Aaron Wilbert 
Rebecca Wilson 
Gang Zhu 
Hanqian Zhu 
Eric Zurbin 
 
The Department of Theatre 
 
Jessica Steinrock 
 
The Department of Urban and Regional Planning 
 
Sergio Contreras Pinto 
Sang Lee 
Stephen Sherman 


School of Information Sciences 

Informatics 

Priscilla Boff Ferronato 
Fizza Mughal 
Siva Ratna Kumari Narisetti 
Santiago Nunez-Corrales 
Justin Pence 
Mikko Tuomela 
Pan Zhang 
 
Information Sciences 
 
Beth Bloch 
Joo Ho Lee 
Shubhanshu Mishra 
Kirstin Phelps 
Aiko Takazawa 
DeAnza Williams 
Craig Willis
 
 	
The School of Labor & Employment Relations

Brandon Grant 
Yun Kyoung Kim 

 
The College of Liberal Arts & Sciences

The Department of Anthropology 
 
Erin Benson 
Maria Fox 
Matthew Go 
Ezgi Guner 
Katharine Lee 
Julie Torres 
 
The Department of Astronomy 
 
Miguel Holgado 
Ko-Yun Huang 
Wei-Ting Liao 
Yinghe Lu 
Andrew Nadolski 
Di Wen 
 
The Department of Atmospheric Sciences 
 
Benjamin Vega-Westhoff 
 
The Department of Biochemistry 
 
Waqar Arif 
Lauren Carnevale 
Xingchen Dong 
Ez Rhodes Ellis 
Logan Hurst 
Surbhi Jain 
Xinyu Kong 
Kuan-Yu Lai 
Josephine Lauderdale 
Payel Mondal 
Adedolapo Ojoawo 
Ipek Tasan 
Heather Young 
 
 The Center of Biophysics and Quantitative Biology 
 
Shriyaa Mittal 
 
 The Department of Cell and Developmental Biology 
 
Chih-Ying Chen 
Rosaline Yuan-Chieh Hsu 
Monica Lannom 
John Xiaohe Li 
Yo-Chuen Lin 
Chris Seward 
Nilmani Singh 
Qinyu Sun 
Yuan Tian 
Yuou Wang 
Liguo Zhang 
 
The Department of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering 
 
William Ballance 
Daniel Bregante 
Emily Chen 
Jiho Choi 
Behnam Enghiad 
Johnny Ching-Wei Lee 
Sayani Majumdar 
Shivani Patel 
Pranjali Priyadarshini 
Ge Qu 
Saurabh Shukla 
Dylan Walsh 
Xiaoyi Wang 
Chuankai Zhao 
 
The Department of Chemistry 
 
Krishna Dwaipayana Bharadwaj Anapindi 
Chelsea Anorma 
Ryan Ash 
Thomas Bearrood 
Subhanip Biswas 
Silvia Bobeica 
Sambarta Chatterjee 
Junfeng Chen 
Rajeev Chorghade 
Michael Counihan 
Connor Delaney 
Daniel Dumett Torres 
Joanna Ellis 
Kaibo Feng 
Cecilia Gentle 
Ashesh Ghosh 
Bradley Gilbert 
Zachary Gossage 
Xiao Rui Guo 
Lauren Hagler 
Abigail Halmes 
Kevin Harnden 
Chang He 
Lucas Hernandez 
Daniel Hofmann 
Hannah Huff 
Michael Hyatt 
Hailey Knox 
Matthew Kromer 
Joshua Laffoon 
Sumeng Liu 
Huy Nguyen 
Joseph Nugent 
Sarah Perlmutter 
Marina Philip 
Christopher Reinhardt 
Aaron Roth 
Lukas Smaga 
Riley Svec 
Kim Ta 
Brian Trinh 
Chad Ungarean 
Meng Wu 
Yanhua Xu 
Yanhua Xu 
Andrew Zahrt 
Jose Zavala 
Xi Zhang 
Effie Zhou 
 
The Department of Classics 
 
Stephen Froedge 
Adam Kozak 
Clayton Schroer 
 
The Department of Communication 
 
Donovan Bisbee 
Jose Izaguirre 
Marisa Smith 
Kristopher Weeks 
 
The Program in Comparative and World Literature
 
Ethan Madarieta 
 
The Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures 
 
Mark Frank 
 
The Program in Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology 
 
Alida de Flamingh 
Shay Akil McLean 
Tolulope Perrin-Stowe 
 

The Department of Economics 
 
Filia Arga 
Natalia Cantet 
Yuci Chen 
Heepyung Cho 
Abdollah Farhoodi 
Brian Feld 
Sofia Fernandez Guerrico 
Isabel Ferraz Musse 
Yi Huang 
Whayoung Jung 
Asad Khan 
Nazanin Khazra 
Bongjun Kim 
Yufan Leiluo 
Luiz Felipe Leite Estanislau do Amaral 
Juan Munoz Morales 
Jacob Vogler 
Shiyun Xia 
 
The Department of English 
 
Frank Garcia 
Eman Ghanayem 
Evin Groundwater 
Annie Kelvie 
Valerie O'Brien 
Samantha Plasencia 
Lawrence Sklaney 
Eric Thomas 
Carl Thompson 
Kelly Williams 
Zachary Williams 
 
The Department of Entomology 
 
Corbyn Giers 
Elijah Juma 
Teresia Njoroge 
Eric South 
 
The Department of Evolution, Ecology, and Behavior 
 
Lynette Strickland 
 
The Department of French and Italian 
 
Camille Meritan 
Nicholas Strole 
Peter Tarjanyi 
Gyula Zsombok 
 
The Department of Geography and Geographic Information Science 
 
Zhuo Chen 
Luis Escobedo Paredes 
Melissa Heil 
Lirong Kou 
Arrianna Marie Planey 
Donald Planey 
Zewei Xu 
Rea Zaimi 
 
The Department of Geology 
 
Haley Cabaniss 
Julia Cisneros 
Michael DeLucia 
Nicole Fernandez-Franzan 
Jingtao Lai 
Yuchen Liu 
Naomi Wasserman 
Yi Yang 
Yan Zhan 
 
The Department of History 
 
Raquel Escobar 
Stefan Kosovych 
Ethan Larson 
Kent Navalesi 
Beth Ann Williams 
Augustus Wood 
Peter Wright 
 
The Department of Linguistics 
 
Chung-Yu Chen 
Stephanie Landblom 
Daniel Ross 
 
The Department of Mathematics 
 
Iftikhar Ahmed 
Hannah Burson 
Daniel Carmody 
Alexander Dunn 
Martino Fassina 
Elizabeth Field 
Christopher Gartland 
Terence Harris 
Stefanie Klajbor-Goderich 
Lina Li 
Shixuan Li 
Xiao Li 
Christopher Linden 
Xujun Liu 
Nigel Pynn-Coates 
Fernando Roman-Garcia 
Simone Sisneros-Thiry 
Lan Wang 
Joshua Wen 
Ningchuan Zhang 
 
The Department of Microbiology 
 
Colleen Bianco 
Danielle Campbell 
Luke Fenlon 
Kyle Grim 
Maryam Khademian 
Alexander Palmer 
Elizabeth Rowland 
Jiayi Sun 
 
The Department of Molecular and Integrative Physiology 
 
Sisi He 
Valeria Sanabria Guillen 
Jessica Saw 
Sayyed Hamed Shahoei 
Bingtao Tang 

The Neuroscience Program
 
Rebecca Androwski 
Ekaterina Gribkova 
Katherine Hatcher 
Jiang Li 
Ghazal Naseri Kouzehgarani 
Lydia Nguyen 
Ian Traniello 
 
The Department of Philosophy 
 
James Keller 
Daniel Meyer 
Amber Polk 
 
The Department of Plant Biology 
 
Charles Burroughs 
Yaping Chen 
Nicholas Delucia 
Kavya Kannan 
Jessica Lira Viana 
Christopher Montes 
Stuti Shrivastava 
Jessica Wedow 
Li'ang Yu 
 
The Department of Political Science 
 
Ekrem Baser 
Christopher Grady 
Eristeo Perez 
Luke Plutowski 
Julian Scheirer 
Michael Uhall 
 
The Department of Psychology 
 
Melody Buyukozer Dawkins 
Evan Center 
Lexi Hanna 
John Harrow 
Rachel Leipow 
Yi Lin 
Anna Madison 
John Pfeiffer 
Sarah Sperry 
Joel Thomas 
Fransisca Tranggono Ting 
Annie Weldon 
Sara Westbrook 
Katherine Wood 
Bo Zhang 
 
The Department of Sociology 
 
Matthew Schneider 
Merin Thomas 
Liqun Zeng 
 
The Department of Spanish and Portuguese
 
Begona Arechabaleta Regulez 
Teresa Greppi 
Ane Icardo Isasa 
Monica Lugo Velez 
Cristina Mostacero Pinilla 
Juan Suarez Ontaneda 
 
The Department of Statistics 
 
Yinyin Chen 
Runmin Wang 
Xinming Yang 
Wenjing Yin 
Mengjia Yu 
Yubai Yuan 
Changbo Zhu 


The College of Media 

The Institute of Communications Research 
 
Sungyong Ahn 
Tiffany Bowden 
Yayu Feng 
Kristy Hamilton 
Diana Leon-Boys 
Ke Li 
Veronica Pomata 
Kat Tian 
Dora Valkanova 
Chamee Yang 


The School of Social Work 

Kyle Bennett 
Kelly Clary 
Jacob Goffnett 
Najat Qushua 
Shuo Xu 
 

College of Veterinary Medicine 

The Department of Comparative Biosciences  
 
Ero Capistrano Da Silva 
 
The Department of Pathobiology 
 
WooSuk Choi 
Sushil Khatiwada 
Jameson Mori 
Johnny Uelmen 

***






Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko:

To all our graduates, I commend you on reaching the pinnacle of academic achievement.  
Your Illinois family is immensely proud of your accomplishments and takes great pride in calling you our alumni. I am certain that your future will be shaped by the very same passion and dedication that led you to earn your Illinois degree. 
Across our entire campus, we celebrate you.

Prof. Tiffany White: 
Earning a degree from the University of Illinois puts you in the company of some of the finest scholars and practitioners who have ever lived.
Graduating from your program means you’re going to belong in an elite group of world-class Illini.

Prof. Lissette Piedra:
You have an advanced degree from the University of Illinois.  And that says something.
But then it’s up to you take that advanced degree and use it in a way that makes you so good you can’t be ignored.

Prof. Tom Mitchell:
This degree from Illinois means that you will have some influence in the world, in whichever field you pursue; that it’s evidence of your work, and the seriousness of your purpose, and I believe you will make a change in the world.

Prof. John Lammers:
And to finish it at Illinois is really, really astonishing because this isn’t just a place that upholds standards.
It creates the standards.

Prof. Yoon Pok:
Think and act beyond yourself.
Continue to work towards inclusion, togetherness, and diversity in all of its beautiful and variegated ways.
Always be open to change and transformation of yourself and others.
That is the Illinois way.

Prof. John Lammers:
Congratulations, we’re proud of you.

Prof. Tom Mitchell:
Congratulations, we’re proud of you.

Prof. Tiffany White:
Congratulations, we’re proud of you.

Prof. Yoon Pok:
Congratulations, we are proud of you.

Prof. Lissette Piedra:
Congratulations, we are proud of you.

Wojtek Chodzko-Zajko:
Congratulations, we are proud of you!
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